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frayintermedia 
 

 
 

JOURNALISM TRAINING PROGRAMME 2008 
Workshops have limited attendance. All workshops aim to have a practical impact on the newsroom. The workshops combine skills and knowledge 
training where appropriate. frayintermedia promotes gender-aware reporting in all workshops. Workshops marked with an *asterix are based on 
MAPPP-Seta Unit Standards towards the LEARNERSHIP. All these programmes may be conducted or adapted for in-house training. 
Please direct all enquiries, including requests for in-house training, to Ruth Molopyane at rmolopyane@frayintermedia.com or Debby 
Kramer at dkramer@frayintermedia.com 
MONTH DATES PROGRAMME DESCRIPTION WHO SHOULD 

ATTEND? 
JANUARY 28  * The Organised 

Reporter (Skills 
Programme 1: 
Learnership Module)     
                                                                       

This one-day workshop aims to give reporters the time management skills to 
be more effective and productive in the newsroom. The course includes self-
evaluation and a practical toolkit for everyday newsroom use.  
It follows US11994: Monitor, reflect and improve on own performance and 
US 15096 Demonstrate an understanding  of stress in order to apply 
strategies to achieve optimal stress levels in personal and work situations 

New reporters and reporters 
who want to improve their 
productivity in the 
newsroom. 

13 – 15  * The Reporting  
Process (Skills 
Programme 1: 
Learnership Module) 
 
 
 
 

This three-day workshop covers the basic reporting skills needed for 
effective news gathering.  Participants will receive practical training on 
various forms of reporting, building contacts, networking and interviewing 
techniques. 
The workshop follows  

• US 117545: Present Journalistic story ideas 
• US 117546: Collect information for journalistic use 
• US 110357: Report for a variety of journalistic purposes 
• US 110360: Interview for a variety of journalist purposes 
• US 15238 Devise and apply strategies to establish and maintain 

relationships 

Junior Reporters 
Learners 

FEBRUARY 

29  * Reporting 
HIV/AIDS in the 
Workplace 
(Skills Programme 1: 
Learnership Module) 

This one-day workshop brings skills and knowledge training to enable the 
participants to effectively report and write about HIV/AIDS. Guest speakers 
will enhance the workshop with specialist knowledge. 
This workshop follows  
• US 8555: Contribute to information distribution regarding HIV and AIDS 

in the workplace. 
 

Health Reporters, Learners 
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MONTH DATES PROGRAMME DESCRIPTION WHO SHOULD 
ATTEND? 

5 Reporting Conflict 
Workshop 

At least 65 journalists were killed in the line of duty in 2006 – the worst year 
since 1994. War-zones accounted for much of the toll, but the International 
News Safety Institute says most of the hundreds of journalists killed over the 
past decade have died in their own countries in peacetime. This one-day 
workshop will provide journalists, photographers, news editors and picture 
editors with basic skills and knowledge required to operate effectively and 
safely when reporting on conflict and from  

Mid-level field reporters, 
camera-people, crime 
reporters, political reporters, 
foreign correspondents and 
news editors. 
 

17 – 18  The Effective 
Multimedia Reporter 
 

Reporters are increasingly being called on to work in different media. This 
two-day workshop introduces reporters to different forms of media, their 
varying needs and basic skills to start building a multi-media skills base. 

Reporters who work in multi-
media settings 

MARCH 

25 – 27  * Writing for Print 
(Skills Programme 2: 
Learnership Module) 
 
 

Effective writing skills are the foundation of a good reporter’s toolbox. This 
workshop focuses on writing and covers story structures, intros, endings, 
how to use quotes, logical flow and other every day writing skills. 
It covers 
• US 110361: Write stories for a variety of journalistic purposes in print 

and 
• US 110359: Perform journalism related tasks and generate journalistic 

material in an editorial environment 

Junior Reporters 
Learners 

1- 3  * Writing on 
Deadline – Hard 
News Reporting 
(Skills Progamme 2: 
Learnership Module 

Writing under pressure of deadlines requires an ability to manage stress as 
well as the writing process. Advanced writing and reporting skills are 
explored during this three-day workshop.  
It covers 
• US 110359: Perform journalism related tasks and generate journalistic 

material in an editorial environment; 
• US 15096 Demonstrate an understanding  of stress in order to apply 

strategies to achieve optimal stress levels in personal and work 
situations; and, 

• US 15093Demonstrate insight into democracy as a form of governance 
and its implications for a diverse society 

It is recommended that 
participants in the Writing for 
Print workshop attend for 
more advanced writing skills 
training 

14 – 16 * Specialist Beat 
Reporting (Skills 
Programme 3: 
Learnership Module) 

The move from general to beat reporter can sometimes be daunting. Self-
management, networking and a range of advanced writing and reporting 
skills are explored during this three-day workshop.  
It covers 
• US 117541: Cover a specialist beat as a journalist  

Learners, 
New beat reporters 

21  REPORTING CRIME 
CONFERENCE 

Can crime coverage move beyond event-driven reportage? A host of crime 
experts and writers present on one of the newsroom’s greatest challenges. 

Crime Reporters 
News Editors 

APRIL 

22  Reporting Crime 
Workshop   

Small workshop training for crime reporters looking for new ways of 
reporting their beat. The workshop will include using numbers and research. 

Open to conference  
participants seeking skills 
training. 
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MONTH DATES PROGRAMME DESCRIPTION WHO SHOULD 
ATTEND? 

12 – 16  * Skills for Sub-
Editors (Skills 
Programme 4: 
Learnership Module) 

The sub-editor requires specific skills to meet the needs of the subs room. 
This five-day workshop looks at the sub-editing process and skills needed. 
This learnership elective covers 
• US 117541 Cover a specialist beat as a journalist; 
• US 110358 Sub-edit non-specialist text; and, US 117539 Assess the 

quality of written text. There is no layout component. 

New sub-editors 
Learners 

21 - 22 NARRATIVE 
JOURNALISM 
CONFERNCE 
 

 

Now in its fourth year, the Narrative Journalism Conference remains a 
highlight for skills sharing and networking. Confirmed speakers include: 

• Jacqui Bananszynski 
• Zakes Mda 
• Tom French 

Mid to senior level reporters 
Sub-editors 
Feature Editors 
News Editors 
Producers 
Editors 

MAY 

23 NJC Workshop 

 
 

The post-NJC workshop is targeted at conference participants interested in 
attending an intense skill-building workshop with key speakers. 

Open only to reporters who 
have attended the 
Conference 

JUNE  2 - 6 * The Good Writing 
Workshop (Skills 
Programme 5 - 2nd 
Language: 
Learnership Module) 

Honing the craft of writing requires ongoing practice. This five-day workshop 
covers the basics of writing, grammar, reading skills and story structures. 
This learnership elective covers 
• US 8974 Engage in sustained oral communication and evaluate spoken 

texts (2nd language); 
• US 8975: Read, analyse and respond to a variety of texts (2nd 

language); 
• US 8976: Write for a wide range of contexts (2nd language); 
• US 12153: Use the writing process to compose texts required in the 

business environment (2nd language) 

Reporters 
Learners 

 9 – 10  CIVIL SOCIETY AND 
THE MEDIA 
CONFERENCE             

The global Civil Society movement is playing an increasingly critical role in 
issues such as global trade, monitoring Millennium Development Goals and 
HIV/AIDS. Yet coverage is limited to global events. This conference brings 
together key civil society and media protagonists to create an understanding 
of the role each plays. 

NGO activitists, health, trade 
and social reporters. 

 11   Civil Society and the 
Media 
Workshop  

This skills-based workshop aims to give activists a greater understanding of 
how the media operates. 

NGO activists 

 17 – 18  *Media Relations 
(Skills Programme 8: 
Government Media 
Relations: 
Learnership Module) 

Understanding the media in order to develop an effective media strategy is 
an essential tool for government communicators. This programme helps 
identify media, their target audience and their editorial coverage.  
This learnership elective covers 
• US 114481: Develop, maintain and monitor media relations to 

communicate government information 

Government Communicators 
Learners 

23rd  JOURNALISM 2.0 
CONFERENCE 

Ever wondered what RSS or html stands for? Can Facebook be an effective 
journalism tool? How can you Google more effectively? This one-day 
conference brings together some of South Africa’s leading internet experts 
to share their expertise on Web 2.0.. 

Reporters at all levels who 
want to use new media 

 

24th  Journalism 2.0 
Workshop 

A practical one-day workshop for reporters who want to learn skills to use 
Web 2.0 more effectively. 

Open to conference 
participants 
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MONTH DATES PROGRAMME DESCRIPTION WHO SHOULD 
ATTEND? 

7 – 11 *The Secrets of 
Newsroom 
Leadership (Skills 
Programme 9: 
Managing in the 
Workplace: 
Learnership Module) 

This five-day workshop focuses on the skills needed to manage processes 
and people on the newsdesk. The workshop uses case studies as well as 
practical strategic tools for newsroom planning and management.  
This learnership elective covers 
• US 15238:  Devise and apply strategies to establish and maintain 

relationships; 
• US 15233: Harness diversity and build on strengths of a diverse 

working environment; 
• US 15225: Identify and interpret related legislation and its impact on the 

team, department or division and ensure compliance 

News editors, potential news 
editors 

JULY 

21 – 24 Opinion for Change This four-day workshop provides reporters with opinion, analysis and leader 
writing skills. It is a practical workshop which includes legal and ethical 
issues and time management skills to improve deadline writing.   

Mid-level, senior and beat 
reporters who want to grow 
and improve their planning 
and writing skills to move 
beyond hard news reporting 

AUGUST 4 – 8 *Writing for the 
Target Audience 
(Skills Programme 10 
– Technical Writing: 
Learnership Module) 

Translating technical information – whether it is science health or even 
economics – for the audience is the challenge reporters and sub-editors 
face on a daily basis. This five-day workshop looks at the basic skills 
needed to ensure that the information is appropriate for the target audience. 
This learnership elective covers 
• US 115081: Write technical texts within a specific field; and 
• US 115020: Use standardized non-technical text within a specific field 

Learners, 
Specialist beat reporters, 
Sub-editors 

5  Reporting Heritage 
Workshop 

Heritage reporting covers far more than just our tangible heritage. Our 
intangible heritage – language, culture and expression – presents reporters 
with a wealth of interesting stories. Reporters and experts explore the untold 
Heritage stories ahead of Heritage Day 2008.  

Beat Reporters 
Learners 
Arts and Culture reporters 

8 – 12 *Introduction to 
Radio Reporting 
(Skills Programme 
11: Learnership 
Module) 

This five-day workshop is aimed at new reporters in the studio. It covers the 
basic knowledge and skills needed as an introduction to radio reporting. 
This learnership elective covers 
• US 12608:  Record sound from a single source; 
• US 12605: Interview and lead discussion for radio broadcast purposes; 
• US 12606: Operate studio equipment for radio production 

Learners 

15 – 16 The Effective Multi-
Media 
Reporter                        

Reporters are increasingly being called on to work in different media. This 
two-day workshop introduces reporters to different forms of media, their 
varying needs and basic skills to start building a multi-media skills base. 

Reporters who work in multi-
media settings 

SEPTEMBER 

29  The Organised 
Reporter 

This one-day workshop aims to give reporters the time management skills to 
be more effective and productive in the newsroom. The course includes self-
evaluation and a practical toolkit for everyday newsroom use.  

New reporters and reporters 
who want to improve their 
productivity in the 
newsroom. 
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MONTH DATES PROGRAMME DESCRIPTION WHO SHOULD 

ATTEND? 
10 – 11  REPORTING 

SCIENCE 
CONFERENCE 

Science underpins our everyday lives. The increase in scientific discoveries, 
the rise in government expenditure on science and the day impact of 
science on our lives means this is a story that cannot be relegated to the 
inside pages. Following on the success of the first Reporting Science 
conference in 2007, this expanded conference aims to help reporters 
understand the science reporting genre and how to make it accessible to 
readers, listeners and viewers. 

Reporters 
Science Reporters 
Feature Editors 
News Editors 
Producers 
Presenters 
Science Communicators 

12-13 Reporting Science 
Workshops  

Additional small workshop-based training for Science Reporters and 
Communicators (Gauteng and Cape Town) 

Science Communicators 
Science Reporters  

NOVEMBER 

17 - 20 Reporting Elections 
Workshop 

South Africa is preparing for the 2009 elections. This four-day workshop 
outlines the basic election process and introduces the participants to a host 
of election experts. Skills-based training includes brainstorming story ideas, 
ensuring gender coverage, finding new sources, preparing for election 
coverage and writing under pressure. 

Political Reporters, General 
reporters being brought into 
the election coverage team 

 
 
* All our workshops may be conducted as in-house skills programmes and modified to fill specific skills and knowledge gaps in your organisation 


